
 
 

National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency West Facilities Modernization Project 
Scott AFB Site (St. Clair County Site) 

 
 
Thank you for your support of the Scott AFB site for NGA. We’re sure you are as 
disappointed as we are in the Agency Preferred Alternative presented in the Final 
EIS and appreciate your interest in submitting comments.   
 
How to submit comments to the US Army Corps of Engineers in support of the 
Scott AFB site: 
 
Comments may be submitted by one of three methods: 
 

1. On the website. Enter your comments directly into the form on the Next NGA West 
website (http://nextngawest.com/site/index.php/comment). 
 

2. By mail. Send a letter with your comments to the following address:  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Kansas City District 
Attn: Amy Snively 
Room 529 
601 E. 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

 
3. By e-mail. Send an e-mail with your comments to nextNGAwest@usace.army.mil.  

 
For your convenience, we’ve prepared several template letters. Please complete one of the 
template letters and send this via mail to the address on the letter and/or e-mail to 
nextNGAwest@usace.army.mil.  
 
When are comments due? 
 
The NGA has granted an extension to April 16, 2016 deadline. The comment period is currently 
open and will remain open until May 2, 2016. 
 
Can I submit more than one comment letter? 
 
Yes. There is not a limit to the number of comments or comment letters submitted. 
 
Thank you for your support! 
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April 8, 2016 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Kansas City District 
Attn: Amy Snively 
Room 529 
601 E. 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 
 
Dear Ms. Snively: 
 
I am very disappointed that the St. Louis Site was chosen as the Agency Preferred Alternative 
for the Next NGA West facility.  
 
I feel strongly that NGA West belongs in a location where it can accomplish its Mission with the 
least cost and greatest efficiency. That location is the Scott Air Force Base (St. Clair County) site.  
 
I agree with Congressman Mike Bost that the “decision for placement of the new NGA western 
headquarters should have been made with national security and access to ready-made 
infrastructure as the primary determining factors.” 
 
The FEIS recognizes that the Scott AFB site is strongly preferred to the St. Louis site from a 
security perspective. I feel this criteria should supersede all others. Doing otherwise puts NGA 
employees and the warfighters who count on them at unnecessary risk. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Name 
Email address 
 
Include your identification, any group you may represent and an email address if possible. 
 



 
 

 
April 8, 2016 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Kansas City District 
Attn: Amy Snively 
Room 529 
601 E. 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 
 
Dear Ms. Snively: 
 
I am very disappointed that the St. Louis Site was chosen as the Agency Preferred Alternative 
for the Next NGA West facility.  
 
The FEIS claims the St. Louis Site is superior to the Scott AFB site for NGA job recruitment and 
retention.  
 
I agree with Chairman Mark Kern that this analysis sells St. Clair County short. The Scott AFB site 
offers a distinct advantage for recruiting military personnel who are exiting the service either 
through retirement or other honorable discharges. Defense agencies such as NGA recruit new 
employees from mainly two sources: college graduates and retired military. Military personnel 
exiting the service at Scott AFB with 20 years of service will still likely be in their 40’s and will 
look upon NGA employment favorably. They will know how to work as a team even under 
stressful conditions. Many have been forward deployed and have advanced degrees in 
information assurance, cyber defense, finance, and logistics, to name a few. AND, they will 
likely already have some level of security clearance which will save time. 
 
The FEIS put heavy emphasis on a survey of 152 students which noted that 8 more college 
students prefer the St. Louis site over the Scott AFB site. I don’t believe 8 college students 
should be deciding the future of such a vital agency. 
 
I feel strongly that NGA West belongs in a location where it can accomplish its Mission with the 
least cost and greatest efficiency. That location is the Scott Air Force Base (St. Clair County) site.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Name 
Email address 
 
Include your identification, any group you may represent and an email address if possible. 



 
 

 
April 8, 2016 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Kansas City District 
Attn: Amy Snively 
Room 529 
601 E. 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 
 
Dear Ms. Snively: 
 
I am very disappointed that the St. Louis Site was chosen as the Agency Preferred Alternative 
for the Next NGA West facility.  
 
I feel strongly that NGA West belongs in a location where it can accomplish its Mission with the 
least cost and greatest efficiency. That location is the Scott Air Force Base (St. Clair County) site.  
 
The FEIS states that the chosen site must be available for acquisition and construction in early 
2017. It is completely unrealistic to be believe the St. Louis site could possibly be available for 
construction in early 2017. The FEIS even acknowledges that the “government currently does 
not know the time or cost necessary to remediate the St. Louis City Site.” 
 
While the FEIS recognizes that the Scott AFB site is preferred to the St. Louis site from a 
schedule perspective, it does not adequately assess the schedule risks and unknown issues 
associated with the St. Louis site. If the St. Louis site is selected, there will be construction 
delays. When this happens, it will result in millions of dollars of taxpayer waste. This is not fair 
to the taxpayer; especially when building on the Scott AFB would avoid these issues. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Name 
Email address 
 
Include your identification, any group you may represent and an email address if possible. 
 



 
 

 
April 8, 2016 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Kansas City District 
Attn: Amy Snively 
Room 529 
601 E. 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 
 
Dear Ms. Snively: 
 
I am very disappointed that the St. Louis Site was chosen as the Agency Preferred Alternative 
for the Next NGA West facility.  
 
I feel strongly that NGA West belongs in a location where it can accomplish its Mission with the 
least cost and greatest efficiency. That location is the Scott Air Force Base (St. Clair County) site.  
 
The FEIS claims the cost to acquire and develop the Scott AFB Site is almost 20 percent more 
than the St. Louis site. How can this claim be made when the FEIS concedes that the 
government currently does not know the time or cost necessary to remediate the St. Louis City 
Site?  
 
It is difficult to provide substantive comments on cost since the FEIS includes only the following, 
single sentence of explanation: “The estimate to acquire and develop the St. Clair County Site is 
almost 20 percent more, which provides a slight advantage to the St. Louis City Site.” 
 
This assertion is counterintuitive to me. National estimating books (RS Means) show that 
construction costs in St. Clair County are 3% less than St. Louis City. Actual union labor rates 
paint the same picture. 
 
Furthermore, the Scott AFB site will be available much sooner than the St. Louis site, allowing 
construction to begin sooner and be constructed at a lesser price. A single year of delay at the 
St. Louis site could easily result in an increase of $40M to the $945M construction budget. This 
is not fair to the taxpayer; especially when building on the Scott AFB would avoid these issues. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Name 
Email address 
 
Include your identification, any group you may represent and an email address if possible. 
 



 
 

April 8, 2016 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Kansas City District 
Attn: Amy Snively 
Room 529 
601 E. 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 
 
Dear Ms. Snively: 
 
I am very disappointed that the St. Louis Site was chosen as the Agency Preferred Alternative 
for the Next NGA West facility. The FEIS stated that “the St. Louis City Site offers an advantage 
to meet the intent of many federal priorities.” It seems to me the FEIS chose certain 
components of certain regulations which justified the St. Louis site while ignoring others which 
justify the Scott AFB site.   
 
In fact, per DoDI 4165.71, first priority in the location of new offices and other facilities must be 
given to rural areas per the Rural Development Act of 1972.  
 
Executive Order 12072 was also misinterpreted as this Executive Order merely requires that IF 
an agency has a mission requirement to locate in an urban area, then first consideration should 
be given to the Central Business District; not that urban areas must be given priority. 
 
If there was any doubt, the US Army Corps of Engineers own guidance further defines how to 
interpret these items. Per USACE ER 405-3-10, Chapter 2, Section 3, Paragraph 2-8, d.:  
 

Urban and Rural Site Issues. First priority in the location of new offices and other facilities will 
be given to rural areas, as defined by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. GSA's Customer Guide 
for Real Property discusses the Rural Development Act and states that agencies must provide a 
statement for actions going to GSA. If the customer's mission does not require a specific 
location or specific geographic area, then USACE must give first priority to locating new offices 
or other facilities in a rural area. If mission or program requires being in an urban area, then 
USACE must consider the Central Business District (CBD) under E.O. 12072 and then historic 
properties in the CBD under E.O. 13006. In order to justify why the CBD does not fit the 
customer's requirements, USACE must at a minimum consider safe and efficient mission 
performance, nature and function of facility, public convenience, and safe and healthful working 
conditions for employees. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Name 
Email address 
Include your identification, any group you may represent and an email address if possible. 



 
 

 
April 8, 2016 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Kansas City District 
Attn: Amy Snively 
Room 529 
601 E. 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 
 
Dear Ms. Snively: 
 
I am very disappointed that the St. Louis Site was chosen as the Agency Preferred Alternative 
for the Next NGA West facility.  
 
I feel strongly that NGA West belongs in a location where it can accomplish its Mission with the 
least cost and greatest efficiency. That location is the Scott Air Force Base (St. Clair County) site.  
 
While the St Louis City Site was noted as being more environmentally preferred, it seems to me 
that the two sites were not compared equally. With over 182 acres of property and another 200 
acres available for expansion, couldn’t a facility be built at Scott AFB which avoids impacting the 
stream, wetland, and archaeological sites noted in the report? 
 
Just by glancing at the maps in the report, it seems that well over 100 acres are available which 
would avoid these environmentally sensitive areas. If the environmentally sensitive portions of 
the Scott AFB site were avoided, the environmental ranking of the Scott AFB site surely would 
be much higher; likely surpassing the St. Louis site.  
 
The Osage Nation and multiple community groups, including Save Northside STL and Tillie’s 
Corner, have asked that NGA not build on the St. Louis site. 
 
I feel strongly that NGA should be built at Scott AFB. Wouldn’t this be a much lesser impact 
than forcing over a hundred people from their homes and demolishing dozens of historic 
buildings? 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Name 
Email address 
 
Include your identification, any group you may represent and an email address if possible. 
 




